
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the week: 
 

 

“The great aim of 
education is not 

knowledge but action.” 

 – Herbert Spencer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SPRING 2023  January 23-27, 2023 
 
 

Spring Courses! 
 

LAST CHANCE TO JOIN!!! 
 
Prep for an Academic Career 
Thursdays, 12:00 – 12:50 PM in 312 Benedum Hall, begins Jan 12th. 
This is seminar series designed for Ph.D. students interested in pursuing an academic career and within 1.5 years of graduating.  
Experienced faculty provide seminars and discussions on two areas: getting the desired academic position and how to be successful 
during the early years.  Topics include, but not limited to: how to apply for academic positions, preparing for the interview, 
supervising graduate research, balancing service obligations, the promotion and tenure process, funding avenues, publishing and 
intellectual property, teaching expectations, and balancing work-life issues. For Graduate Credit:  ENGR 3000-1250 (CRN 
#20699); Audit (Not for Credit) Registration:  https://bit.ly/Sp22_ENGR3000 

Advancing Learning Through Evidence-Based STEM Teaching 
Thursdays, 4:30 – 5:25 PM in 318 Benedum Hall, begins Jan 12th. 
This course is designed for graduate students and postdocs preparing for academic careers in the STEM disciplines and interested 
in learning how to apply research principles to their disciplinary teaching.  The primary focus of this course is to introduce 
"teaching-as-research" (TAR) - defined as "the deliberate, systematic, and reflective use of research methods to develop and 
implement teaching practices that advance the learning experiences and outcomes of both students and teachers."  Participants 
will learn about effective teaching strategies and the research that supports them in addition to learning how to collect, analyze, 
and act upon their own evidence of student teaching.    For Graduate Credit: ENGR 3002-1340 (CRN #22551), BIOSC 
3002-1340 (CRN #22599), CHEM 3002-1340 (CRN #22558). Audit (Not for Credit) Registration: 
https://bit.ly/Sp22_ENGR3002 
 

Weekly Happenings 
Newsletter 

https://bit.ly/Sp22_ENGR3000
https://bit.ly/Sp22_ENGR3002


 2 

 

 

 

 

Spring Registration is Open! 

 

Check https://www.cirtl.net/ for updates. 

SPRING COURSES 

Advancing Learning Through Evidence-Based STEM Teaching Spring 2023 
Asynchronous Course: January 30 – March 26, 2023 
Advancing Learning through Evidence-Based STEM Teaching is an open, online course (MOOC) designed to 
provide graduate students, postdoctoral scholars, and other aspiring faculty in STEM disciplines with an overview of 
effective college teaching strategies and the research that supports them. This course is also suitable for other interested 
university staff, faculty, and administrators. The goal of the eight-week course is to equip the next generation of 
faculty to be effective teachers, thus improving the learning experience for the thousands of students they will teach. 
The course draws on the expertise of a variety of STEM faculty, educational researchers, and staff from university 
teaching centers, many of them affiliated with the CIRTL Network. Participants will learn how to engage students 
in active learning in classrooms using strategies such as peer instruction and problem-based learning, develop methods 
to help their students think more like experts in their fields using inquiry-based labs and similar activities, turn their 
classrooms into learning communities through cooperative learning and using the diverse perspectives of their students, 
and use approaches like flipped classrooms that make it possible to build active and collaborative learning into their 
classes. Formats include video content and transcripts, readings, discussion forums, quizzes, and peer-graded 
assignments where you will plan teaching and learning activities relevant to your discipline. 
 
 
SPRING WORKSHOP SERIES 
 
Decode a Troublesome Concept or Skill for Your Learners 
Synchronous Sessions: 12:00 – 2:00 PM ET, Wednesdays, February 8 and 15, 2023 
This two-part workshop is for anyone who needs to explain a concept or skill to students in any instructional role: an 
instructor, a guest lecturer, as a teaching assistant or tutor holding office hours. The main deliverable of the workshop 
is to develop an analogy for a particular concept/skill that will make your learners say “Aha! I truly understand what 
you mean!” By the end of this workshop, participants will: 

• Identify specific content or skills learners in your field/discipline typically struggle with. 
• Develop an instructional intervention (in the form of an analogy) to communicate the mental actions learners 

must take in order to successfully navigate their struggle. 
 
“Be Your Own Driver: Imagining Post-PhD Career Versatility” Series 
Four Synchronous Sessions: 1:30 – 3:00 PM, Tuesdays, March 21 - April 11, 2023 
March 21, 2023-  Mentoring and Advising Relationships: What Skills am I Developing? 
March 28, 2023- Building my Networks and Engagement in Communities: What Connections am I Growing and 
Why? 
April 4, 2023- Graduate Skills and Competencies: How am I the Author and Narrator of my Story? 
April 11, 2023- Putting it All Together: How do I Articulate and Implement a Career Development Plan? 
This series supports graduate students and postdoctoral researchers at all levels to articulate and build upon professional 
skills acquired within and outside of academic experiences. As this series empowers participants toward the pursuit of 
liberating and versatile occupation possibilities, we will also resist perceived and received norms of the employment 
“use” of a graduate degree. 

https://www.cirtl.net/
https://cirtl.net/event/advancing-learning-through-evidence-based-stem-teaching-spring-2023/
https://cirtl.net/event/decode-a-troublesome-concept-or-skill-for-your-learners/2023-02-08/
https://cirtl.net/event/mentoring-and-advising-relationships-what-skills-am-i-developing/#be-your-own-driver
https://cirtl.net/event/mentoring-and-advising-relationships-what-skills-am-i-developing/
https://cirtl.net/event/building-my-networks-and-engagement-in-communities-what-connections-am-i-growing-and-why/
https://cirtl.net/event/building-my-networks-and-engagement-in-communities-what-connections-am-i-growing-and-why/
https://cirtl.net/event/graduate-skills-and-competencies-how-am-i-the-author-and-narrator-of-my-story/
https://cirtl.net/event/putting-it-all-together-how-do-i-articulate-and-implement-a-career-development-plan/
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“How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Hearing from CIRTL Alumni” Series 
Four Synchronous Sessions: 2:00 – 3:00 PM, Thursdays, March 23 - April 13, 2023 
March 23, 2023- How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Teaching Careers 
March 30, 2023- How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Non-Faculty Careers in Academia 
April 6, 2023- How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Careers Outside of Academia 
April 13, 2023- How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Careers at Minority-Serving Institutions 
This event is the first in our four-part event series “How CIRTL Has Impacted My Career: Hearing from CIRTL 
Alumni.” The full series includes the following events, each featuring different panels of CIRTL alumni reflecting on 
their career paths, their experiences in CIRTL, and how CIRTL impacted where they’re at now. 
 
 
 
SPRING WORKSHOPS 
 

Communicating to Learn: Incorporating Scientific Communication into STEM Courses 
Synchronous Sessions: 2:00 – 3:30 PM ET, Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
Many instructors are eager to help students develop critical skills that extend beyond the classroom or the major. This 
is sometimes explained as teaching students to “think like a scientist” or “think like an engineer”, but how do we 
actually accomplish this goal? In this workshop, we will highlight the value of “communicating to learn” and show 
how communication-based assessments and activities can promote critical thinking and foster deeper learning of 
technical content. By the end of this workshop, participants will be prepared to: 

• articulate the benefits of using communication-based assessments and activities in STEM courses 
• identify higher-order learning goals in your discipline that can be served by communication-based assessments 

and activities 
• design a communication-based assessment or activity for your course 

 
CIRTL Network Teaching-as-Research Presentations 
Synchronous Sessions: 3:00 – 4:30 PM ET, Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
Hear graduate students and postdocs from across the CIRTL Network share the results of their Teaching-as-Research 
(TAR) projects in this online presentation session. TAR projects investigate questions about teaching and learning, 
including assessing the effectiveness of specific learning activities and tools, examining the learning process about a 
specific topic, or characterizing the student experience in the classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cirtl.net/event/how-cirtl-has-impacted-my-career-teaching-careers/
https://cirtl.net/event/how-cirtl-has-impacted-my-career-non-faculty-careers-in-academia/
https://cirtl.net/event/how-cirtl-has-impacted-my-career-careers-outside-of-academia/
https://cirtl.net/event/how-cirtl-has-impacted-my-career-careers-at-minority-serving-institutions/
https://cirtl.net/event/communicating-to-learn-incorporating-scientific-communication-into-stem-courses/
https://cirtl.net/event/cirtl-network-teaching-as-research-presentations-spring2023/


 4 

 

 

 

 
 
Check http://dbserc.pitt.edu/ for updates. 
 
None listed this week. 
 
 
 

 
 

Check https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops-events/ for updates. 
 

 

Ungrading and Alternative Grading Overview 
1:00 - 3:30 PM, Monday, January 23, 2023 
Alternative grading strategies often separate the most dreaded part of an instructor’s job, grading, from giving feedback. 
They involve giving students more ownership of their learning process by facilitating student reflection and self-
assessment in the place of some or all instructor grading. In this virtual session, we will present brief, introductory 
overviews of several forms of alternative grading and describe how they can be scaled. 

Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Midterm Student Feedback 
3:00 - 4:00 PM, Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
Gathering feedback early in the term allows faculty to gauge how the class is progressing, identify concerns, and 
connect with students. This interactive workshop will cover the value and benefits of collecting early student feedback, 
best practices for designing survey questions that illicit meaningful responses, and interpreting and using the results to 
positively impact the remainder of the term. The workshop will also cover techniques for sharing and discussing results 
with students. 

Three Minute Thesis Workshop 
3:00 - 4:00 PM, Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
The Pitt Three Minute Thesis (3MT) Competition workshop will provide you with information in preparation for 
the 6th annual Pitt Three Minute Thesis (3MT), to be held on April 3, 2023. In this workshop, Treviene Harris will 
review the rules and eligibility requirements for the 3MT Competition, and Dr. Joel Brady will provide students with 
helpful hints and tips to prepare a three-minute oration and an accompanying presentation slide of their research. 

Teaching International Students 
12:00 - 1:30 PM, Monday, January 23, 2023 
This session will discuss teaching practices that leverage the assets and strengths of international students in our 
classrooms. We will learn to proactively design and implement concrete teaching strategies that encourage students' 
sense of belonging. 

 
 

http://dbserc.pitt.edu/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops-events/
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/ungrading_and_alternative_grading_overview_1501?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+Pittsburgh#.Y8BRBuzMJFw
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/gathering_interpreting_and_using_midterm_student_feedback_7129?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+Pittsburgh#.Y8hn_HbMIuU
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/three_minute_thesis_workshop?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+Pittsburgh#.Y8hn_XbMIuU
https://www.gradstudies.pitt.edu/Pitt-3MT
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/teaching_international_students_2167?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=University+of+Pittsburgh#.Y8hn_3bMIuU
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Check https://www.diversity.pitt.edu/ or https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_diversity_and_inclusion 
for updates. 
 
None listed this week. 
 
 

 

See https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_academic_career_development for more info. 

Career Conversation: Santosh Chandrasekaran, PhD, and Jianan Jian, PhD 
12:00 – 1:00 P.M., Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
Jianan Jian, PhD, (School of Medicine, Dept. of Urology) will conduct an informational interview with Santosh 
Chandrasekaran, PhD, now a Research Scientist at the Feinstein Institutes for Medical Research. Join us to learn 
about his journey and his current career! 

Landing that First NIH Grant: Advice for New and Early-stage Investigators 
3:30 – 5:00 P.M., Thursday, January 26, 2023 
NIH is committed to nurturing the next generation of researchers to keep the biomedical innovation pipeline flowing.  
There are many unique opportunities and special considerations available to junior investigators, but they are not 
always obvious.  If you are a “newbie” to NIH funding, this presentation is for you!  An ex-NIH Program Director 
will walk you through your options and realistically point you in the right direction. 

 

 

Painless Pubmed 
10:00 – 11:00 AM, Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
1:00 – 2:00 PM, Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
2:00 – 3:00 PM, Monday, April 10, 2023 
This one hour workshop, highlighting the new version of PubMed, is designed to quickly introduce or update you 
about searching in the PubMed database. Offered bi-weekly, the topics include: building an effective search 
strategy, efficiently locating full text articles, and setting up your personal MyNCBI account. Need information for 
a grant application or a homework assignment? This painless one hour session offers a quick cure!  

 

 

https://www.diversity.pitt.edu/
https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_diversity_and_inclusion
https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_academic_career_development
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/career_conversation_santosh_chandrasekaran_and_jianan_jian#.Y8hpk3bMIuU
https://calendar.pitt.edu/event/landing_that_first_nih_grant_advice_for_new_and_early-stage_investigators#.Y8hplHbMIuU
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/node/8599/register/flashclass_registration
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/node/8605/register
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/node/8612/register
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Choosing a Citation Manager 
12:00 - 12:30 PM, Monday, January 23, 2023 
There are lots of citation managers out there - how do you know which one to choose?  This 30-minute session 
introduces you to three common citation managers (EndNote, Sciwheel, and Zotero) and will help you determine 
which is best for you. 

RCR: iThenticate for Grant Proposals 
12:00 - 1:00 PM, Monday, January 23, 2023 
iThenticate is a plagiarism detection software supported by the University of Pittsburgh.  It allows researchers to easily 
upload and scan manuscripts and other professional works for instances of plagiarism.  Use of iThenticate is highly 
encouraged by the Office of Sponsored Programs prior to submission of all grant proposals. In addition to class 
registration, participants must complete the iThenticate account request form. (subject matter: research misconduct) 

Evaluating Journals: Discovering Where to Publish 
1:00 - 2:00 PM, Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
This session will cover a wide range of publishing topics to help you find a relevant and reputable journal to publish 
your work. Learn how to put your article manuscript into a framework, using tools to find journals based on your 
publishing preferences and funder requirements. Evaluate journals based upon best practices and ethical publishing 
standards to avoid predatory journals. 

Advanced PubMed 
9:00 - 10:00 AM, Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
This class provides an in-depth look at PubMed's indexing and search structures. You will learn how to narrow and 
focus search queries. Techniques for building complex search strategies will be demonstrated. Some pre-class work 
may be required. 

Risk of Bias: What is it? How do I assess for it? What do I use to assess? 
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
Assessing for Risk of Bias (RoB) is one of the expected steps when conducting a systematic review, but it can also be 
used to self-assess study conduct as practiced or as written in your proposal or protocol. 

Overview of molecular data repositories and GEO Data mining 
1:00 - 3:00 PM, Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
This workshop will  cover the Overview of NIH supported data repositories with specific focus on Gene Expression 
Omnibus (GEO) repository. We will learn how to find high throughput gene expression studies - bulk RNA-seq/ 
scRNA-seq /microarray from GEO, retrieve gene expression count data, and generate a list of differentially expressed 
genes (DEG) between two conditions.  We will use a variety of bioinformatics tools such as R shiny app iDEP, 
Correlation engine, GEO2R, etc. Additionally, best practices and guidelines on how to submit your own high 
throughput gene expression data to GEO will also be discussed. 

Find and Get the Research Funding You Need 
9:00 - 10:00 AM, Thursday, January 26, 2023 
As with all things Internet, there is plenty out there about grant funding but the trick is knowing the best sources to 
use and how to structure grant proposals. By the end of this session, you will be able to: Identify the one-stop-
shopping source available through Pitt for finding funding; Explain how the RePORTER systems can be used for 
potential networking on collaborative grants; Prepare grants using tools designed for research reporting; Identify 
contacts for grant proposal assistance. 

https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/node/8590/register
https://ctsi.arlo.co/register?sgid=fdca2ed3b87a45118ec16d08de4bbf73
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/instruction/evaluating-journals-discovering-where-publish/5835
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/instruction/advanced-pubmed/4446
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/instruction/risk-bias-what-it-how-do-i-assess-it-what-do-i-use-assess/8141
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/instruction/overview-molecular-data-repositories-and-geo-data-mining/8641
https://www.hsls.pitt.edu/instruction/find-and-get-research-funding-you-need/4437
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 Additional Resources: 

Pitt-CIRTL website:  www.cirtl.pitt.edu 

CIRTL website:  http://www.cirtl.net/ 

dB-SERC website:  http://www.dbserc.pitt.edu/ 

UCTL website:  www.teaching.pitt.edu 

Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion calendar: 
https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_diversity_and_inclusion/calendar  

OACD website:  www.oacd.health.pitt.edu 

OACD Video Library: https://www.oacd.health.pitt.edu/video-library  

AME website:  www.ame.pitt.edu 

 
 

http://www.cirtl.pitt.edu/
http://www.cirtl.net/
http://www.dbserc.pitt.edu/
http://www.teaching.pitt.edu/
https://calendar.pitt.edu/department/office_of_diversity_and_inclusion/calendar
http://www.oacd.health.pitt.edu/
https://www.oacd.health.pitt.edu/video-library
http://www.ame.pitt.edu/
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