
Week of  
February 24–28st,  

2020 
 

Quote of the Week 
"I have always loved to use fear, to take it and comprehend it and make it work and 
consolidate a situation where I was afraid and take it whole and work from there. I 
delight in what I fear." 

- Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson 
 

Pitt-CIRTL Event  
TAR February Learning Community 
Wednesday, February 26 ; 3:00 to 4:00 pm 
B12 Benedum Hall 
The next TAR meeting is this Wednesday.  We will discuss ongoing Teaching as Research 
projects and have time to help with planning new projects. 
Register: https://forms.gle/1cXMNnkdvGrg4vae6  
 

Pitt-CIRTL Certification in STEM Teaching  
Pitt-CIRTL Certification in STEM Teaching  

There are three levels of certification, varying in rigor: Associate (1st), Practitioner (2nd), and 
Scholar (3rd - elite). For more information, visit our website to see more information about the 
certification. Email cirtl@pitt.edu to be added to Pitt-CIRTL on CourseWeb and begin working 
towards your certification in STEM Teaching.   

CIRTL Network Events and Links   
Archived CIRTL Network Webinars 
The general archives website is temporarily down, however, if you want a copy of the 
spreadsheet with the individual links for all CIRTL Network webinars from Fall 2014 – Spring 
2017, email aprila@pitt.edu to request the file. 

https://forms.gle/1cXMNnkdvGrg4vae6
mailto:aprila@pitt.edu
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Pitt-CIRTL                
Weekly Happenings 

 dB-SERC 
dB-SERC Presentation Exchange 
Monday, February 24 from 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
321 Allen Hall 
During this lunch discussion, Dr. Kirill Kiselyov from the department of biological sciences will 
introduce a new course transformation that aims to deepen, improve, and assess the impact of 
the novel peer-reviewed presentation exchange system he has developed for BIOSC 1500, Cell 
Biology. The purpose of this discussion is to share ideas and feedback on the next steps of this 
project. Register: Register here 
 

University Center for Teaching and Learning Workshops 

dB-SERC 
Introduction to Canvas | Part 1 
Monday, February 14 at 10:00 to 11:00 am 
531 Alumni Hall 
Welcome to Canvas, Pitt's new learning management system! This introductory webinar focuses 
primarily on the global functions of Canvas (the Course Dashboard, Calendar, and Inbox) as 
well as course settings and course user management. 
Register: http://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/  
 
Introduction to Canvas | Part 2 
Tuesday, February 25 at 10:00 am to 11:00 am 
531 Alumni Hall 
How can Canvas, Pitt's new learning management system, help out to organize and present your 
course content? This webinar will introduce how the Pages, Modules, and Files features work 
together to give you a flexible, dynamic home for your course online. 
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
Developing a Lesson Plan 
Tuesday, February 25 at 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
531 Alumni Hall 
Whether it's scribbled on the back of a napkin or filed in a formal record of course instruction, 
planning ahead for a class session makes for a more effective class. A detailed description of 
instructional activities for each class provides a roadmap for the instructor and structure for the 
students. It can also help you determine how well class goals have been met.  
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dbserc.pitt.edu/What-We-Do/Calendar%20of%20Events
http://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
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Board Game Creation Series with the Open Lab - Session 1 
Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00 pm to 8:30 am 
Hillman Library, G-7 Open Lab 
This multi-part workshop series guides registrants through conception, refinement, and 
production of their very own, one-of-a-kind board game. Utilize Open Lab technology (laser 
cutter/engraver, 3D printers, and vinyl cutter) to create a game board, pieces, cards, and other 
elements. All resources are free. Note: This is a multi-part series. Registrants are encouraged to 
attend each session for full impact. Individual session attendance is also welcome 
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
Introduction to Canvas | Part 3  
Thursday, February 13 at 10:00 to 11:00 am 
531 Alumni Hall 
How can Canvas, Pitt's new learning management system, help you assess your students both 
online and off? This training will cover creating assignments, tests, and quizzes in Canvas, use 
the SpeedGrader tool to read, comment on and grade student work, and use the online gradebook.   
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
Laser Cutter and Adobe Illustrator with The Open Lab @ Hillman 
Tuesday, February 26 at 12:00 to 2:00 pm 
Alumni Hall, Suite B12 - Open Lab @ Alumni 
During this interactive workshop, you will learn how to: use Adobe Illustrator to create a 2D 
digital design and safely use the Epilog Zing laser to cut and engrave your design out of a sheet 
of wood or acrylic. This workshop will be offered periodically during the Spring Term – please 
visit www.teaching.pitt.edu/open-lab for dates and times. Registration is required. 
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
Preventing Cheating and Plagiarism 
Thursday, February 27 at 1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Alumni Hall, B26  
One national study conducted by the Academic Integrity Center at Duke University suggests 
that 3 in 4 college students cheat. And cheating is more likely when a teaching assistant gives 
the exam. Why? Because they thought they could get away with it. Be Prepared! By the end of 
this workshop participants will be better able to identify and prevent cheating in general, and to 
manage violations of the University of Pittsburgh's academic integrity policy.  
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 
Researchers' Writing Group 
Friday, February 28 at 2:00 to 5:00 pm 
Alumni Hall, 815 
Join the Researchers’ Writing Group – this voluntary writing program is open to all faculty. The 
program will provide a space for interested faculty to meet weekly for a three-hour block on 
Friday afternoons. The time will be dedicated solely to research endeavors. The hope is that the 
writing groups will carve out time in researchers’ busy schedules for writing, and provide 
external accountability for those who find they need it. For more information, contact Tahirah 
Walker at tjw88@pitt.edu or 624-6592. 
Register: https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/ 
 

https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
https://teaching.pitt.edu/workshops/
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Center for Doctoral and Postdoctoral Career Development 
PowerPoint for Conference Posters 
Monday, February 24, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Scaife Hall, Falk Library, Classroom 2 
This class focuses on the design and printing phase of presenting a poster. In this hands-on 
workshop, you will see poster examples, create a poster using PowerPoint, and perfect 
techniques on visual balance, poster sizing, and emphasizing graphics. 
Register:  For more info click here 
 
Introduction to Professional Development Seminar for Doctoral Students 
Tuesday, February 25, 12:00 to 1:30pm 
O'Hara Student Center Dining Room 
This seminar is designed to be a call to action for doctoral students to take ownership of their 
career planning and professional development in the same way they are responsible for their 
scholarly development. This seminar highlights the importance of early career planning and 
professional development to all career options, including careers in academia. Engaging in 
career planning and professional development early in your doctoral studies will provide you 
with a competitive advantage when you are ready to enter the workforce. 
Register: to register 
 
 
 

Other 
 
dB-SERC Mentor-Mentee Awards – Dietrich PhD Students only 
No Deadline – awards made on a rolling basis 
dB-SERC invites proposals for Mentor-Mentee Teaching Awards from the Natural Sciences 
faculty members in Dietrich. The awards are for mentoring doctoral students in evidence-
based teaching with a focus on transforming at least a two-week segment of a course to 
improve student learning outcomes. Both the faculty mentor and the student will receive an 
award of $1000 for course transformation.  
 For more information, visit 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2y2x09KHt4fWGxNaHliRW9Obms/view. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://dpcd.pitt.edu/calendar-of-events
mailto:kira.griswold@pitt.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2y2x09KHt4fWGxNaHliRW9Obms/view
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Additional Resourses: 
Pitt-CIRTL website:  www.cirtl.pitt.edu 
CIRTL website:  http://www.cirtl.net/ 
dB-SERC website:  http://www.dbserc.pitt.edu/ 
UCTL (formerly CIDDE) website:  www.teaching.pitt.edu 
OACD website:  www.oacd.health.pitt.edu 
Postdoc Career Club:  www.uppda.pitt.edu/postdoc-career-club-0 
AME website:  www.ame.pitt.edu 
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