
From: University Center for Teaching and Learning <teaching@pitt.edu>  

Sent: 01/15/2021 3:04 PM 

Subject: Tips for Communicating & Engaging with Students 

  

 

Engaging Your Students in Spring Term 
 

  

 

As the beginning of spring term approaches under the Flex@Pitt instructional 

model, instructors should plan to communicate and engage with students in 

their course(s) early and often. The Teaching Center has assembled a 

comprehensive list of resources faculty can use to help interact and engage 

throughout the term, whether teaching in person or remotely. Please visit our 

Resources for Teaching page to learn more.  

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar: Transforming the Teaching & Learning Environment Virtual 

Conference 
 

 



  

 

The 2021 Transforming the Teaching & Learning Environment virtual 

conference will be held from Feb. 1-12. Pitt has purchased a license for all 

faculty to participate in this event and registration information will be available 

soon. The conference is sponsored by Northeastern University in Oklahoma 

and will feature presentations on topics like gamification, mobile learning, and 

emerging technologies. There will be 60 one-hour sessions spread over 10 

days and all delivered using Zoom. Each one will be live and interactive, giving 

attendees the opportunity to engage with education professionals from all over 

the world. Visit the conference website to view the agenda.  

 

 

 

Midterm Course Surveys: Spring Term Dates 
 

  

Collecting student feedback early in the term can uncover which teaching 

methods are working, which are not, and whether adjustments should be made. 

Please plan to request a midterm course survey during spring term to generate 

student feedback and fine-tune the delivery of your course.  

• Jan. 25-Feb. 18: Faculty may request a midterm course survey through 

their Teaching Survey Dashboard. 



 

• Feb. 8-21: Faculty can add personalized questions to midterm course 

surveys. 

• Feb. 22-28: Midterm course surveys open. 

• March 1: Midterm course survey reports are made available to faculty. 

For more resources and information, please visit our midterm course survey 

page.  

 

 

 

Call for Posters: 2021 Assessment and Teaching Conference 
 

  

 

A virtual faculty poster session will be held during the 2021 Assessment and 

Teaching Conference. Proposal submissions are due by Friday, Jan. 22. All 

instructors (full-time and part-time) are encouraged to submit a proposal. 

Acceptance letters will be sent immediately following the submission deadline. 

 

As a reminder, all faculty and faculty support specialists are invited to attend 

the virtual 2021 Assessment and Teaching Conference on Friday, Feb. 12. 

The conference brings together faculty and staff from across the University for 

a day to discuss the relationship between assessment, student learning, and 

teaching. More information on the conference agenda and registration will be 

released soon. Please visit the Assessment and Teaching Conference web 

page for updates.  

 

  

 



 

News & Announcements 
 

  

 

• The Covid-19 Medical Response Office authored a message with 

information about students returning to campus. 

• Pitt Information Technology has resources to help students, faculty and 

staff stay engaged and productive while learning and working remotely. 

 

 

 

 

January Virtual Workshops 
 

Date Workshop Time Register 

01/22/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 10-11 a.m. 
 

01/22/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 1-2 p.m. 
 

01/26/2021 Encouraging Student Participation 10-11:30 a.m. 
 

01/29/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 10-11 a.m. 
 

01/29/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 1-2 p.m. 
 

02/01/2021 Developing A Lesson Plan 1-2:30 p.m. 
 

02/02/2021 Video Creation Feedback and Critique Session 3-4 p.m. 
 

02/05/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 10-11 a.m. 
 

02/05/2021 Mentoring Academy | First Session Noon-2 p.m. 
 

02/05/2021 Flex@Pitt: Using Classroom Technology 1-2 p.m. 
 

  



 

 

  

  

 


