
From: Jugovic-Spajic, Anika <ANJ60@pitt.edu>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2023 6:30 PM 
Subject: New Teaching Assistant Orientation and Graduate Student Teaching Initiative Plans for AY2023-2024 
 
Dear Directors of Graduate Studies, Faculty TA Coordinators, and Graduate Administrators: 
  
As we look ahead to AY2023-2024, I would like to draw your attention to a few ways in which the Graduate Student 
Teaching Initiative and the University Center for Teaching and Learning are providing support for graduate student 
teaching assistants and teaching fellows, as well as graduate and professional students interested in pedagogical 
professional development. 
  
New Teaching Assistant Orientation 
The New Teaching Assistant Orientation (NTAO) in Fall 2023 will include in-person programming and asynchronous 
sessions. The in-person event is Friday, August 25 at 1-4 p.m. in the 7th Floor Auditorium and Cathedral Views of Alumni 
Hall, 4227 Fifth Avenue. 
  
Department graduate administrators may register their graduate/professional students at the following link Fall 2023 
New Teaching Assistant Orientation (NTAO). After successful registration, they will be registered for the asynchronous 
events and will receive instructions to access session, including: “Role of the TA,” “Getting Started in the Classroom,” 
“Dealing with Difficult Situations,” “Teaching Inclusively,” and “Preventing and Monitoring Cheating and Plagiarism.” 
  
Summer Workshops and Achievement in Pedagogy Program 
The Teaching Center is offering remote workshops in AY2023-2024, generally open to graduate students. Please look 
for upcoming workshops as we move closer to fall term on the following link: Workshops and Events. 
  
We continue to run the Achievement in Pedagogy program, which provides professional development in pedagogy and 
a marketable credential for those completing the program. Participants have two years to complete the program, and 
Summer Term is a great time to start. Your graduate/professional students are still welcome to enroll this summer, and 
we invite interested new graduate students to enroll in the fall term as well. 
  
Graduate Students who are teaching this summer may also find this Article on Teaching a 6-week class helpful. 
  
Consultations 
Existing University-wide offerings should be your first choice for support for educational technology such as Canvas, 
Panopto, and Zoom. However, as graduate student TAs and TFs, as well as faculty supervisors and program directors, 
require support beyond the University-wide offerings summarized above, please contact us to discuss your needs, 
including help with development of department-specific programming, at tahelp@pitt.edu.  
  
University Teaching Practicum (FACDEV 2200) 
The three-credit pedagogy seminar, FACDEV 2200, will run in the Fall term. Students enrolled in the class also have 
access to regular consultations with Graduate Student Teaching Initiative staff. 
  
Please look for additional information and offerings as we move closer to the fall term. Please do not hesitate to 
contact tahelp@pitt.edu with any questions or concerns. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Joel Brady, Ph.D. 
Teaching Consultant and Program Supervisor, 
Graduate Student Teaching Initiative 
Center for Teaching and Learning 
University of Pittsburgh 
836 (Suite 834) Alumni Hall  
jcb33@pitt.edu 
http://www.teaching.pitt.edu 
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