
Charles A. Hollingsworth 

A tribute to a close friend and 

colleague. 

  

Professor Charles A. Hollingsworth 

died July 4, 2016 – just 5 days after 

his 99th birthday on June 29th.  Al is 

survived by two daughters, Diane and 

June, and a son, Mark.  He was a 

loving husband to his late wife, 

Dorothy. Al joined the department in 

1948 and retired in 1982.  It was not 

long after that I joined the faculty in 1952. For many decades, we and a few other 

faculty would eat our lunches together. He published with Ed Wallace (physical 

chemist and one-time Department Chairman) and John Wotiz (organic chemist), 

among others.  

 At one point it became apparent that my group and I needed Group Theory 

instruction for spectroscopy.  Al suggested we not take the math courses relating to this 

field. He noted that at the time, the two semesters of curriculum offered would still not 

teach what a chemist needs.  It took a while to convince him to teach a Group Theory 

course geared specifically for Chemistry.  When he did, my group and I attended. It 

then took much pleading to get him to agree to write a self-study book. It was called 

Vectors, Matrices, and Group Theory for Scientists and Engineers, and published in 

1967.  A few years later, Al and I published, Symmetry in Bonding and Spectra, in 

1985. We avoided the words group theory to avoid giving the impression it was a math 

book. 

 Al was a close friend for 64 years. Our children are about the same age. Though 

he was very interested in math, he never had a computer! For years he would read 

technical books on the trolley and later on the bus from his home in Castle Shannon.  

When we moved into the new chemistry building (later Chevron) Al climbed the stairs 

from the basement to the top floor once a day.  
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